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KENNEDY AND ENZI OFFER RELIEF FOR LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS IMPACTED BY KATRINA  

 
Washington, DC: Today Senators Kennedy and Enzi added to their relief package for Katrina 
victims an education bill that provides one-time, temporary impact aid to local school districts 
and private schools.   They developed the bill with their colleagues Senators Alexander and 
Dodd.  The bill provides immediate relief to the schools – both public and private - that have 
opened their doors to these students in a time of crisis, without opening political or ideological 
battles. The aid provided by the bill would flow through the public school system and maintain 
public accountability while assisting both public and private schools across the country that have 
generously taken in thousands of students.  
  
 “So many schools in the region and around the country have graciously opened their doors to 
children without the assistance they deserve.  We need a response to Katrina that is as generous 
as the American people are.  This bill puts aside politics and ideological battles to get the 
necessary aid to these schools and to these children without further delay,”  Senator Kennedy 
said. “My wife is from Southern Louisiana so we feel a special appreciation for the way that so 
many schools are ministering to those who lost so much.”  
  
Under the bill, each eligible district will receive quarterly installment payments for each student 
enrolled in a given quarter in either a public or a private school in that district.  Maximum total 
payment is $6,000 per student and $7,500 per student with disabilities, not to exceed cost of 
tuition at private schools.  A summary of the bill is below.  
  
In the past several weeks to help develop his education legislation, Senator Kennedy has visited 
New Orleans, spent time with evacuees at Camp Edwards in Massachusetts and met with 
recovery experts and officials from the area to determine the best course of action to help get 
schools back on their feet and accommodate displaced students.   He recently met with the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and discussed provisions in the proposal for aid to private 
schools.   In these meetings, Kennedy learned that 700 schools and 30 colleges and universities 
have been damaged and destroyed and an estimated 473,000 elementary, high school and college 
students have been affected by the disaster, most of whom have been displaced. At a HELP 
Committee hearing he convened with Senator Enzi, Kennedy heard moving testimony from 
Superintendent Diane Roussel of Jefferson Parish who said: “Money isn’t always the answer to 
solving the ills in our public schools, but when we’re talking about equipment, supplies, 
rebuilding, and maintaining our teaching workforce, money is the answer.”  
  
   
    

 
Hurricane Katrina Elementary and Secondary Education Recovery Act 



  
To be introduced by Senators Alexander, Kennedy, Enzi and Dodd  

 
 
  
·     NCLB Waivers: Encourages the Secretary to use waiver authority with respect to reporting 
requirements, 3-8 assessments, and school improvement/corrective action under ESEA for 
States, local educational agencies, and schools affected by Hurricane Katrina, and requires the 
Secretary to report on state and district waiver requests due to the impact of Hurricane Katrina. 
  
  
·     Supplemental Services and Afterschool: The Secretary shall provide grants to States to assist 
local educational agencies in providing supplemental educational services and afterschool 
services to impacted districts or districts that enroll students displaced by Hurricane Katrina. 
 Authorizes $100 million for this purpose. 
  
  
·     Districts Damaged by the Hurricane:  The Secretary may award special school reopening 
grants to States for local educational agencies significantly impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  The 
grants would supplement, not supplant, FEMA funds.  Funds shall be used for recovering data, 
initial replacement of instructional materials and equipment, establishing temporary facilities, 
and other related activities necessary to reopen schools.  Grantees will be prohibited from using 
funds for construction or renovation of schools. Authorizes $900 million for these purposes. 
 School districts impacted by Hurricane Katrina will be held-harmless relative to Title I funds for 
FY06 allocations. 
  
·     Funds for Displaced Students:  The Secretary shall award one-time emergency impact aid to 
states for the 2005-2006 school year for local educational agencies that have displaced students 
enrolled in public or private schools in their area, and for Bureau of Indian Affairs-funded 
schools that have enrolled displaced students.  In applying for aid, an LEA shall report the total 
number of displaced students enrolled in public and private schools located in the district.  Each 
eligible district will receive quarterly installment payments for each student enrolled in a given 
quarter, for a maximum total payment of $6,000 per student and $7,500 per student with 
disabilities. 
  
From these amounts, the LEA will be responsible for providing impact aid payments on behalf of 
each student enrolled in an eligible private school located in the district.  Total per-pupil 
assistance for private school students shall be equal to that provided to displaced students in 
public schools, except that it may not exceed the cost of tuition.  Impact aid funding for students 
enrolled in private schools cannot be used for religious purposes, and existing civil rights laws 
apply to recipients of these funds.  Funds can only be used for expenses incurred during the 
2005-2006 school year.  In Louisiana and Mississippi, the State Educational Agencies shall carry 
out the activities of LEAs that are unable to carry out this program.  Authorized at $2.4 billion. 
  
·     Reciprocity for Highly-Qualified Teachers: Grants temporary reciprocity for NCLB purposes 



in recognizing highly-qualified teachers and paraprofessionals displaced by Katrina.  Also 
authorizes an extension of one year for Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi areas impacted by 
Katrina relative to the deadline in Sec. 1119 of NCLB for highly qualified teachers and 
paraprofessionals.   
  
·     Homeless Education: Authorizes an additional appropriation of $50 million for the Education 
for Homeless Children and Youth program under NCLB.  Funds shall be distributed to State 
education agencies to assist local educational agencies in supporting students who are newly 
homeless due to Katrina.    
  
·     Alternative Education Program: Establishes competitive grants to SEAs, LEAs or consortia 
of LEAs who may chose to partner with community based organizations to provide alternative 
programs for adolescents who have been displaced by Hurricane Katrina.  These programs would 
offer instruction, tutoring, counseling, activities designed to familiarize students with career 
options, mentoring, test preparation for PSAT, SAT, or ACT, financial aid information, and job 
readiness skills.  Funds may be used for staffing, curricular materials, and other programmatic 
costs to carry out the alternative education program.  Authorized at such sums as may be 
necessary. 
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